
Welcome to Worship
If you are a visitor please stop at the Welcome Desk in the lower level for a visitor bag.  For 
more information contact us at www.zionanoka.org.

PREACHING:         		  ASSISTING: 			   READER:   
Pastor Sue Wallager		  Sat  Deb Oas Koepsell		  5 pm  Greg Bergeron
				    Sun  Pr Connie Tiede		  8 am  Marcia Wilson       
									         9 am  Ron Gray
ORGANIST:   Mary Jo Gothmann

PRELUDE:  
GATHERING

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.

A WELCOMING  FAITH COMMUNITY.  

GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

†
DECEMBER 14/15, 2024 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The hymn "Of the Father's Love Begotten" is a rich and beautiful text that high-
lights the eternal nature of Christ's divinity and the mystery of his incarnation. During 
Advent we will highlight a verse from this hymn in our reading, our prayers, preaching
and in the Advent wreath prayers, especially as the candles represent the light of 
Christ coming into the world. 
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All

Leader
Leader
Leader

God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We have 
trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in 
us. 

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgive-
ness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of 
God through † Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN: The People Walk  (All sing refrain; Leaders sing verses) ......................... 706 



LITANY FOR LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

“This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord…let creation praise its Lord.”

As we gather on this third week of Advent, we are reminded of the ancient prophecies that 
foretold the coming of the Messiah. In the words of the prophet Micah, we hear of a ruler 
who will come from the humble town of Bethlehem, bringing peace and salvation to the 
world. 

Lord, we remember the hope that was given to the world before time began. Through 
the prophets, You foretold the coming of the Savior who would bring light into the 
darkness. We wait in expectation, trusting in your promises and looking toward the 
fulfillment of your plan.

This Advent, we remember Christ’s  reign will never end. We join with all of creation in giv-
ing thanks and honor, for Christ’s peace and salvation have come to the world.

Come, Lord Jesus. May your light guide us in this Advent season, and may we, like the 
prophets, proclaim the hope of Christ's coming, now and forevermore. Amen.
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ADVENT HYMN:  Of the Father's Love Begotten; vs 1, 3 & 5 ..................................................... 295
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GREETING:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our Prince of Peace, our Mighty God, our Wonderful 
Counselor, who is and was and is to come. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. We long for your hope and to be filled 
with your light. Your love is evermore and evermore. Amen.
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WORD
WORD FOR KIDS (9 am)

GOOD NEWS ACCLAMATION: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah; vs 3 ................. 240

THE SERMON TEXT:  Micah 5:2-5a

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON:  "Love Begotten: Faithful Word"  by Pastor Sue Wallager
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HYMN OF THE DAY:   Thy Strong Word ............................................................................................ 511
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THE NICENE CREED:  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken  through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
After each petition
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come…
Amen. Come Lord Jesus.

SHARING THE PEACE:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Share the peace with a wave and word of peace.)

MEAL
OFFERING
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  (8 & 9 am ):
 “Of the Father's Love Begotten” ........................................................................... by Campbell
 Adult Choir;  Jonathan Campbell, dir.; Mary Jo Gothmann, piano

MANY WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 763-710-2209

ONLINE www.zionanoka.org
click on “GIVE TODAY”

ELECTRONIC GIVING
https://cutt.ly/ziongivetoday

or
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OFFERTORY: Your Little Ones, Dear Lord; vs 3 .......................................................................... 286 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed 
us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we 
may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Prepare the Royal Highway ............................................................... 264
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ................................................... 254
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER:
Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for 
coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for 
sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your 
name.  Amen. 

SENDING
BENEDICTION:
God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,
† bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

11

 



11

 

SENDING HYMN: Comfort, Comfort Now My People ................................................................... 256

   
 



DISMISSAL:
Go in peace, Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

LIVESTREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 10 am & 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM

Sundays | 9:10 am

OFFICE HOURS
M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 

1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 

Sanctuary where a wheel-
chair or walker will fit. 
Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are avail-
able outside the Sanctu-
ary. We have two “pray 
grounds” in the Sanctu-
ary with plenty of places 

just outside the Sanctuary 
as well where children 

can sit and play.

Coming Up

Advent Worship
   Dec 21/22 - Choral Worship - 5 pm & 9 am
   Dec 22 - Traditional Worship -  8 am
   Dec 22 - Worship Team Jingle - 11 am

                              

 

 

 

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25 with communion 

10:00 am 

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24 with communion 

12:00 pm, 2:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 10:00 pm
All will be candlelight services

Nursery Care Available:  12:00 pm, 2:00 pm, 4:00 pm 
Cable TV (Channel 6): 5:00 pm 

Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM (106.1): 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm
All Services Livestreamed


